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Combo LWUTV280First, this is not an argument for sticking to one speciality throughout a career. Second, this is not a
promotion of the native language (English) over other languages. Third, you cannot "use-case" a language with another - they are
two different things. I've been thinking about this a lot since I spent a couple of years teaching physics for the second time, in
English. So the first question, where did the phrase "use-case" come from? It seems to be something of a pet-project of
consultants with few technical skills. From a purely technical point of view, it seems to have been invented as a way to replace
the old, clumsy two-way commute between "definitions" and "theory of..." in an explanation of a problem. (For example, "The
definition of momentum is..." - "This is wrong because...") Wikipedia admits that there is an overlap, in non-technical contexts,
so it seems to me that there is a sociological as well as a philosophical implication here. I suspect that it has had some influence
in the psychological world, too. (My own view is that people are very good at thinking as themselves, but very bad at thinking
for themselves; that they think that they are thinking for themselves, but they are actually quite happy to accept the opinions of
their peers, and to impose them on others.) Obviously, there is a profound difference between one sentence like "The thing is..."
and one that consists of the whole of a paragraph. I suspect that a one-sentence phrase like "use-case" would be much more
effective than a paragraph. Furthermore, I suspect that the phrase has become widely accepted, partly because of its cognitive
simplicity, partly because it was borrowed from IT, where you often use it in the context of comparing two programs. It might
be further developed to become a useful way of thinking about the concepts of an explanation, and how they can be drawn out a real benefit, because it often happens that your mind will not allow you to express the idea clearly in words. But I am not going
to promote its use. I'm just curious about its origins, and of its heuristic value. (Of course, this is still not an argument for
employing a
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